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® Method for scheduling meetings. 

© An improved method of scheduling a meeting among terminal users who are provided with calendaring 
applications for storing and retrieving timed and dated events. A prompting screen is presented to a meeting 
scheduler with blanks for keying in desired times, dates, and prospective attendees for a meeting. In response to 
the schedulers keying to this screen, a comparison is made with the calendar of events for each prospective 
attendee. As a result of the non-availability of a meeting time which complies with the desired times, dates and 
attendees, these factors are automatically altered or "relaxed" in order to achieve an acceptable meeting time. 
An option list of meeting times is then presented to the scheduler for selection of a meeting time. Based upon 
the selection of the scheduler, a meeting notification screen is then constructed for transmittal to each attendee. 
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IMPROVED METHOD OF SCHEDULING MEETINGS 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 



s 1 . Technical Field : 

This invention relates in general to meeting scheduling, and more particularly, to methods for 
generating alternative meeting schedules when desired meeting parameters cannot be met. 

70 

2. Background Art : 

Scheduling of meetings has always been fraught with problems. This is particularly the case when one 
scheduling a meeting, or meeting scheduler, has no management or other control over those whose 

75 attendance is either desired or necessary. 

The prior art initially eased the scheduling burden in that keyboard/display terminal users* schedules 
were stored in varying calendar forms, and all could be available for call-up at each terminal. These 
schedules could be called and scanned to determine common available times. This was extremely time 
consuming if schedules were only available in narrative form on a day-at-a-time basis. Even when monthly 

20 abbreviated schedules or calendars were available for call-up, mental or pencil and paper notation of 
available times was both error-prone and no minor chore. 

The prior art has now gone further in solving the above noted problems. Calendar application programs, 
stored in a host computer to which the terminal users are connected, are able to read calendars of 
prospective attendees and provide a listing of available meeting times and dates. The available times and 

25 dates are derived from date and time ranges provided by the scheduler. From this listing, a meeting 
scheduler can select a suitable time and date. After making a selection, and either writing down or making a 
mental note of the suitable time and date, the meeting scheduler can key and transmit a message to each 
attendee. These systems still require excessive keying in terms of rekeying attendees 1 names, and a 
meeting time and date. 

30 More recently, a technique has been developed which presents available meeting times and dates to a 
meeting scheduler as an option screen. The option screen is then keyed in order to select a time and date 
for the meeting. When utilizing this technique, a notification screen is presented to the scheduler after 
selection from the option screen. The scheduler then keys into the notification screen filling in the purpose 
and location of the meeting and, if appropriate, shortening the duration of the meeting. Upon completing the 

35 notification screen, the screen is then transmitted to notify all attendees of the meeting. While this system 
represents an advance in time savings, error reduction, and reduced keying requirements, it does not 
address the problem which occurs when a meeting time cannot be determined which complies with ail of 
the required parameters as determined by the scheduler. 

• Therefore, it should be apparent that a need exists for a meeting scheduling method which will 
40 accommodate situations in which all of the desired meeting parameters cannot be met 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

45 

It is therefore one object of the present invention to provide an improved method of scheduling 
meetings. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide an improved method of scheduling meetings 
which permits an operator to select desired times, dates and attendees and automatically determines 
so appropriate meeting times. 

It is yet another object of the present invention to provide an improved method of scheduling meetings 
which permits an operator to select desired times, dates and attendees and automatically determines 
appropriate meeting times despite the nonavailability of a meeting time which complies with all of the 
operator's requirements. 

The foregoing is achieved as is now described. A prompting screen is provided to a meeting scheduler 
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with blanks for keying in desired times, dates and prospective attendees for a meeting. In response to the 
keying to this screen, a comparison is made with the calendar of events for each prospective attendee. As a 
result of the non-availability of a meeting time which complies with the desired times, dates, and attendees, 
these factors are "relaxed" in order to achieve an acceptable meeting time. An option list of meeting times 
5 is then presented to the scheduler for selection of a meeting time. Based upon the selection of the 
scheduler, a meeting notification screen is constructed for transmittal to the attendees. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

10 

The novel features believed characteristic of the invention are set forth in the appended claims. The 
• invention itself; however, as well as a preferred mode of use, further objects and advantages thereof, will 
best be understood by reference to the following detailed description of an illustrative embodiment when 
;5 read in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, wherein : 

FIGURE 1 is a pictorial representation of a prompting screen which is presented to a meeting 
scheduler at the beginning of the scheduling method of the present invention; 

FIGURE 2 is a pictorial representation of an option list of nominal meetings scheduled in accordance 
with the present invention; 

20 FIGURE 3 is a pictorial representation of a meeting notification screen constructed in accordance with 

the present invention. 

FIGURE 4 depicts a flow diagram of the software operations performed in scheduling a meeting 1 In 
accordance with the present invention; 

FIGURE 5 and 6 illustrate in greater detail the operations of blocks 3-8 of Figure 4. 

25 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

30 

With reference now to the Figures and in particular with reference to Figure 1, there is depicted a 
pictorial representation of a prompting screen which is presented to a meeting scheduler at the beginning of 
the scheduling method of the present invention. Those skilled in the art will appreciate that the terms 
"meeting scheduler", "scheduler", "operator", and "user" are utilized interchangeably throughout the 

35 specification to refer to. an individual utilizing the present invention. This prompting screen is the initial 
screen called by, and presented to a keyboard/display terminal operator who desires to schedule a meeting. 
The operator keys in the desired dates between which the meeting is to be scheduled, a minimum amount 
of time for the meeting, and a list of prospective attendees. 

Upon completion of keying to the prompting screen of Figure 1, the user then depresses the ENTER 

40 key. This causes the contents of the prompting screen to be compared with each prospective attendees' 
schedule. The keyboard/display terminals .contemplated for use in the present invention are generally 
connected via land lines, hard wiring or other means to a host system having processing, storage, and 
retrieval capabilities. Configurations of this nature are old and well known in the art, with the most common 
display technique being a CRT display. Stored in the host system storage are schedules or calendars of 

45 events for all terminal users. These schedules are prepared and changed by each user as necessary. 

The results of a comparison between the contents of the prompting screen and the prospective 
attendees' schedules are available dates and meeting times where the parameters entered by the operator 
can be met In known scheduling systems, these meeting times can be presented to the operator as an 
option list However, in the event that no meeting time is available which meets the operator's meeting 

so parameters the present invention permits a variety of meeting options to be presented to the operator on a 
meeting option list as shown in Figure 2. As can be seen, each meeting option listed within Figure 2 
includes a deficiency wherein one parameter selected by the operator cannot be met In accordance with 
the present invention, the operator may then select a nominal solution by keying in a choice on the option 
screen depicted in Figure 2. 

55 ,ln a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the date and time ranges and spans desired by the 
operator and keyed into the prompting screen of Figure 1 are also shown on the meeting option list screen 
of Rgure 2 as a reference. In the event the operator desires to alter any of the parameters selected, the 
prompting screen can be recalled by pressing a programmable function key on the keyboard. 
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In the event the meeting option list is too long to display on the operator's display screen, program- 
mable function keys may be utilized to scroll the list. To elect a date and time from the list presented, the 
operator keys in an "X" under the column labeled "CHOICE" next to the date and time desired. In the 
event the time Interval depicted is longer than that desired by the operator, a different starting and/or ending 

s time for the meeting may also be keyed in. 

Once the operator has elected an option and depressed the ENTER key on the keyboard, a notification 
screen is then preferably called and displayed in order to prompt the operator to key in the location and 
purpose of the meeting. One notification screen suitable for utilization with the present invention Is depicted 
in Figure 3. The date, starting time, and ending time chosen by the operator from the screen of Figure 2 is 

w depicted for the operator on the screen depicted in Figure 3, as a reference. If a different date and/or time 
from the list is then desired, a programmable function key can be depressed for recalling, or causing a 
return to, the meeting option list of Figure 2. 

In the event new meeting parameters are desired, a different programmable function key may be 
utilized to restart the entire operation beginning with the prompting screen of Figure 1. Once the location 

15 and/or purpose of the meeting have been keyed in on the screen of Figure 3, a third programmable function 
key may be depressed to send or transmit notification of the meeting to each of the prospective attendees 
which were keyed in on the prompting screen depicted in Figure 1. 

With reference now to Figure 4, there is depicted a flow diagram of the software operations performed 
in scheduling a meeting in accordance with the present invention. First, based upon operator keyboard 

20 entries, the prompting screen depicted in Figure 1 is called as indicated by block 1 . Next, data keyed into 
the screen of Figure 1, illustrated by block 2, is utilized to compile a list of available meeting dates and 
times, as illustrated by block 3. One manner of compiling such a list is disclosed in greater detail below. 
This list of available dates and times is a result of a comparison of a filled in prompting screen with the 
attendees' calendar event files which are stored in host memory, as indicated in block 4. Decision block 5 is 

25 then utilized to determine whether or not there exist any dates and times which meet each of the 
parameters specified by the operator. 

In the event that an acceptable date and time exist, a resultant list of all such dates and times is 
displayed to the operator as a meeting option list from which a specific meeting time may be chosen. This 
activity is depicted by block 6. 

30 Once the operator has elected a particular meeting date and time, as indicated by block 9, the program 
logic assembles and displays to the user the notification screen of Figure 3, as represented by block 10. 
After the operator has keyed in the requested data as indicated by block 11 , the program logic builds a 
notification screen which informs each recipient of the date, time, requester, location, and purpose of the 
meeting. This building process is performed by the logic as indicated by block 12. The notification is then 

35 transmitted from the host computer to each prospective attendees' display, as indicated by block 13. Block 
14 to indicates the receipt of a meeting notification by each attendee. 

Referring once again to decision block 5, in the., event that no acceptable meeting date and time 
complies with the parameters specified by the operator, the parameters are then automatically "relaxed", as 
indicated by block 7. Thereafter, a list of dates and times which complies with the relaxed parameters is 

40 displayed as a meeting option list, as indicated by block 6. Thereafter, the operation of the program logic is 
as discussed above. 

With reference now to Figures 5 and 6, there is illustrated in greater detail the operation of blocks 3-8 of 
Figure 4. First, as indicated in block 20, the formulation of a list of available dates and times starts with an 
analysis of the caJendar files of the first prospective attendee. Next, the first date in the range of dates 

45 specified by the operator is located within the calendar event files of the host computer. The day counter is 
initialized and the existence of a schedule for the first attendee on this particular date is determined, as 
depicted in blocks 21 and 22. In the event that a schedule does not exist for this particular attendee on the 
selected date, decision block 23 is utilized to determine whether or not the current date is equal to the last 
date in the range specified by the operator. If not, logic block 24 is utilized to increment the day counter 

so and the program logic returns to decision block 22 to determine whether or not a schedule exists for this 
attendee on the next date. 

In the event the date specified by the day counter is equal to the last date in the specified date range, 
as determined by decision block 23, decision block 25 is then utilized to determine whether or not the 
calendar event files for another attendee should be reviewed. If so, logic block 26 indicates the obtaining of 
55 the next attendees' calendar event files and block 21 reinitializes the day counter to begin an analysis of 
this attendee's calendar events throughout the designated date range. 

In the event that decision block 22 determines that a schedule does exist for a particular attendee on a 
designated date that schedule is examined and the first event contained therein is read into a buffer 
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memory, as depicted in block 27. Thereafter, the list of available meeting times and dates is accordingly 
adjusted, as indicated in block 29. 

The construction and adjustment of the "list" of available meeting times and dates is accomplished by 
establishing an initial period of time equaJ to all of the available time within the specified date range. This 

5 period of time is then subdivided into smaller "windows" in accordance with the events found within each 
attendee's calendar. The resultant list is a plurality of windows of time, each having a specified beginning 
time and a specified ending time and a designation of each attendee who is unavailable during that window. 
Of course, those skilled in the art will appreciate that no two adjacent windows of time within the list will 
have an identical list of unavailable attendees due to the fact that two such windows would simply be 

w combined into a single window. 

By way of illustration, a LIST ADJUSTMENT TABLE demonstrating the adjustment of such a list is 
depicted below. The TABLE depicts the evolution of an initial list covering a single day to a final list of six 
windows which incorporate two separate events from the calendar files of two attendees. In this manner, the 
date range specified by an operator is subdivided into a list of windows, each of which is characterized by a 

75 beginning time, an ending time, and a list of unavailable attendees. An examination of the windows in the 
resultant list can easily be accomplished to determine whether or^not a window exists which meets the 
operator's parameters. 



20 


LIST ADJUSTMENT TABLE 


List 

Number 


Start-Stop 


Unavailable 


Event Added 






8:00AM- 5:00PM 




,. 




1 


■ ■■■■■.IT 




25 


2 


8:00AM-1 2:00PM 










12:00PM- 1:00PM- 


Attendee #1 


Attendee #1 Lunch 






1:00PM- 5:00PM 




12-1 










3 


8:00AM-1 2:00PM 






30 




12:00PM- 1:00PM 


Attendee #1 






1:00PM- 2:00PM 




Attendee #1 Meeting 












2:00PM- 5:00PM 


Attendee #1 


2-5 




4 


8:00AM-11 :00AM 
11:O0AM-1 2:00PM 


Attendee #2 




35 




12:00PM- 


Attendee #1 


Attendee #2 Lunch 






1 :00PM 


Attendee #2 


11-1 






1:00PM- 2:00PM 










2:00PM- 5:00PM 


Attendee #1 




40 


5 


8:0OAM-1 1:00AM 
11 :00AM-1 2:00PM 








Attendee #2 








12:00PM- 


Attendee #1 








1:00PM 


Attendee #2 




46 




1:00PM- 2:00PM 




Attendee #2 Meeting 






2:00PM- 


Attendee #1 


2-3 






3:00PM 


Attendee #2 




50 




3:00PM- 5:00PM 


Attendee #1 





Next, decision block 30 is utilized to determine whether or not the end of the day being examined has 
been reached in the prospective attendee's calendar. If not the next event is read and the process is 
repeated. When the end of a prospective attendee's calendar day has been reached, the program logic 
55 returns to decision block 23 to determine whether or not the next date or attendee should be examined. 

After this process has occurred for each day and each attendee and the day counter indicates that the 
date examined is the last date in the range, logic block 31 then examines the resultant list of windows to 
determine which entries meet each parameter specified by the operator. Decision block 32 is then utilized 
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to determine whether or not the list contains any entry which meets all of the operator's parameters. If such 
entries exist, the program logic continues the logic sequence as indicated in Figure 6. 

In accordance with a key aspect of the present invention, in those cases in which no list entry meets all 
of the parameters for the meeting specified by the operator, logic block 33 is utilized to find aJI list entries 
5 wherein all attendees are available and the available time span is equal to or greater than seventy-five 
percent of the desired time span. Those skilled in the art will appreciate that the seventy-five percent level 
is a design criterion selected by the Applicant and may be varied upward or downward as desired for a 
particular application. 

Next, the meeting parameters may also be automatically altered or relaxed by finding ail list entries 

io wherein the available time span is greater than or equal to the desired time span and a maximum number 
of attendees is available for the meeting. This is indicated by logic block 34. After accomplishing the 
foregoing alteration of meeting parameters, decision block 35 is utilized to determine whether or not there 
exists any list entries which comply with the altered list of parameters. If so, the logic sequence continues 
as indicated in Figure 5, if not, logic block 36 is utilized to prompt the user to expand the date range or 

15 reduce the desired time span in order to find date and time span parameters which may be met. Thereafter, 
this portion of the logic flow diagram will end.* While the depicted embodiment of the present invention 
demonstrates the relaxing of attendee and time span parameters, those skilled in the art will appreciate that 
it is also possible to "altered" the date range parameter by expanding the date range by a selected amount. 
Next, with reference to Figure 6, there is depicted a second portion of the detailed program logic 

20 referred to in Figure 5. After a list of meeting options which meet each of the operator's meeting 
parameters, or the relaxed parameters, has been assembled and built into a list within a suitable buffer 
memory in the computer, a list pointer is initialized, as indicated by logic block 50. Next, a determination is 
made by logic sequence 51 as to whether the number of entries from the list pointer to the end of the list is 
too large to display on a single screen. Those skilled in the art will appreciate that the single screen 

25 referred to is that depicted in Figure 2. If the resultant list will fit on a single screen, the meeting option list 
depicted in Figure 2 is filled with the remainder of the entries in the list, and any lines remaining on the 
screen are set to be protected. This technique is utilized in order to prevent the operator from keying in an 
"X" on a line where no meeting option exists. This is illustrated by logic block 52. If there are too many 
entries to fit on a single screen, then, as indicated by logic block 53, the screen of Rgure 2 is filled with as 

30 many list entries as is possible. 

Once the meeting option list screen of Rgure 2 has been built with list entries, it is displayed to the 
operator. This is depicted by block 54. Next, a series of logic sequences are performed to determine what 
the operator has requested. Logic sequence 55 determines whether or not the operator has requested a 
display of the next screen of entries. If so, a determination is made by logic sequence 56 as to whether the 

35 screen currently being displayed shows the operator the last list entry. If there is not another screen of 
entries to display to the operator, the same screen is then re-displayed, and processing continues at block 
54. If there are more entries to show the operator, the list pointer is incremented by the number of entries 
which can be displayed on a single screen, as indicated by-block 57, and processing continues beginning 
with logic sequence 51. 

40 The processing for the operator's request for the previous screen is very similar. If it is determined by 
logic sequence 58 that the operator has requested a viewing of the previous screen of list entries, a 
determination is performed by logic sequence 59 as to whether the user is currently viewing the first screen 
of entries. If so, the screen is re-displayed and the processing continues at block 54. If there is a screen of 
previous list entries, then the list pointer is decremented by the number of list entries that will fit on the 

45 screen. This is indicated by block 60, and processing continues at block 53. 

If the operator has not entered a request to view the next or the previous screen of list entries, a 
determination is made as to whether the operator has made a request to restart the search. This is 
performed by logic sequence 61. If the programmable function key associated with this request is 
depressed, the prompting screen of Figure 1 is then re-displayed for a change in data, and the search for 

so an appropriate meeting date and time begins again. This is indicated by block 62. If no such request has 
been made, logic sequence 63 determines whether the operator has requested assistance in making a 
choice on the screen of Rgure 2. If this has been requested, a screen of information is displayed explaining 
the use of the screen of Rgure 2. This is depicted by logic block 64. Once this explanatory information has 
been read, processing continues at block 54. 

55 If none of the alternatives discussed in the previous paragraphs correspond to the operator's request, a 
determination is made as to which entry the operator has chosen from the list. This process, represented by 
block 65, scans the "CHOICE" column of the list entries until it finds where the operator has keyed in an 
"X". Logic sequence 66 is then utilized to determine if the operator has keyed in invalid times under the 
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"STARTING" or "ENDING" columns for the chosen entry. Keying here would be to reduce the duration of 
the meeting from the maximum permitted during the available time. If the times are not valid, the operator is 
informed of the error, as indicated by block 67, and processing continues at block 54. If the selected times 
are valid, logic sequence 68 determines whether the operator has keyed in a time under the "STARTING" 

s column for the chosen entry that is earlier than the original starting time shown for this entry. If it is before 
the original starting time, a message is displayed to the operator indicating an error, as illustrated by block 
69, and processing continues at block 54. 

In the alternative, a determination is performed by logic sequence 70 as to whether the user has keyed 
in a time under the "ENDING" column for the chosen entry that is later than the original ending time shown 

io for this entry. If so, the same operations described above are performed. The operator is informed of the 
error, as indicated by block 69, and processing continues at block 54. 

If the times entered by the operator are within the proper range, the operator is then prompted for the 
location and purpose of the meeting, is indicated by block 71. Reference is again made to Figure 3 for a 
representation of the notification screen which includes such prompts. 

is In summary, a unique method of scheduling a meeting among keyboard/display terminal users is 
provided in order to impart flexibility to the process of, and reduce the time normally expended in, arranging 
a meeting and notifying attendees. 

The method of the present invention utilizes daily schedules which are built by keying in a date, a start 
time, an end time, and information related to the keyed in time such as an event description. These daily 

20 schedules are typically called to screens by terminal operators to remind them of upcoming events. The 
method of the present invention first prompts the operator desiring to schedule a meeting by providing a 
prompting screen which may be filled in by keying in desired date and time ranges. Upon completion ofthe 
keying, the screen contents are then compared with the prospective attendees' daily schedules. This 
comparison is made to ascertain times when ail prospective attendees have no scheduled events. If, as a 

25 result of the comparison, there are no available times and dates when the meeting can be held, the method 
of the present invention then automatically and selectively alters the meeting parameters selected by the 
operator in order to present the operator with an alternate list of meeting options which approximate the 
requirements entered by the operator. In this manner, the manual alteration of these parameters by the 
operator is eliminated and the system automatically presents the operator with a series of prospective 

30 meeting dates and times which will meet some or all of the operator's requirements. 

While the invention has been particularly shown and described with reference to a preferred embodi- 
ment, it will be understood by those skilled in the art that various changes in form and detail may be made 
therein without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. 

35 

Claims 

1. A method of scheduling a meeting using attendee calendars stored in a computer system, said 
method comprising : 

40 presenting a scheduler with a prompting screen for keying in a plurality of- desired meeting parameters 
including at least a list of desired attendees, a desired date range, and a desired time span; 
comparing in said computer system said desired date range and said desired time span with each of said 
desired attendees' calendars; 

selective altering at least one of said plurality of desired meeting parameters in response to the 
45 nonavailability of a meeting time complying with all of said desired meeting parameters; and 

presenting an option screen to said scheduler displaying available times for selection of a meeting time 
which complies with said altered meeting parameters. 

2. The method of scheduling a meeting according to claim 1 wherein said step of presenting a 
scheduler with a prompting screen further includes presenting a screen for keying in a meeting location and 

so said step of comparing includes comparing said desired date range and said desired time span with a 
calendar for said location. 

3. The method of scheduling a meeting according to claim 1 wherein said step of presenting an option 
screen includes providing said scheduler the ability to select an exact meeting time. 

4. The method of scheduling a meeting according to claim 3 further including the step of notifying each 
55 attendee of said meeting. 

5. The method of scheduling a meeting according to claim 4 further including presenting a notification 
screen to said scheduler for keying in a purpose of said meeting, said step of notifying including notifying 
each attendee of said purpose of said meeting. 
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6. The method of scheduling a meeting according to claim 1 further including presenting a notification 
screen to said attendees with a date and time of a selected meeting filled in from said option screen based 
upon said scheduler's selection from said option screen. 

7. The method of scheduling a meeting according to claim 1 wherein said step of selectively altering at 
5 least one of said plurality of desired meeting parameters comprises selectively diminishing said desired 

time span. 

8. The method of scheduling a meeting according to claim 1 wherein said step of selectively altering at 
least one of said plurality of desired meeting parameters comprises selectively expanding said desired date 
range. 

70 9. The method of scheduling a meeting according to claim 1 wherein said step of selectively altering at 
least one of said plurality of desired meeting parameters comprises selectively deleting at least one of said 
desired attendees. 
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SCHEDULE A MEETING 

TYPE IN THE INFORMATION 8EL0W. 

SEARCH FROM THIS DATE: 9/9/87 
TO THIS DATE: 9/ll /87 

AMOUNT OF TIME NEEDED: HOURS 2 MINUTES 



30 



CHECK THE FOLLOWING SCHEDULES. TYPE ONE CONFERENCE ROOM NAME ANO/OR 
USER NAME PER SPACE. WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED, PRESS ENTER. 

SMITH BROWN 

JONES CONFERENCE ROOM A22 

JOHNSON 



PF9 HELP PFI2 RETURN 



I...+...IO. 



. + ...20. 



.30. 



.40... 



.50 +...60. 



70.. 



.80 



Tig. 1 



MEETING OPTION LIST 

SEARCHED FROM THIS DATE: 09 /09/87 

TO THIS DATE: 09/11/87 

AMOUNT OF TIME NEEDED: HOURS 2 MINUTES 30 

IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO MEET ALL SCHEDULE PARAMETERS. 

A LIST OF ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS FOLLOWS: 

TO CHOOSE A DAY AND TIME, TYPE X NEXT TO YOUR CHOICE BELOW , 
CHANGE THE STARTING AND ENDING TIMES AS REQUIRED AND PRESS ENTER. 



CHOICE DAY 



WEDNESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

THURSDAY 

FRIDAY 

FRIDAY 



DATE STARTING ENDING DEFICIENCY 

09/09/87 10:00 AM 12:00AM TIME 

09/09/ 87 1: 30 PM 5:00 PM ■ ATTENDEE- SMITH 

09/10 / 87 10-30 AM 6*00 PM ATTENDEE - JONES 

09/11/ 87 8:30 AM 10:45 AM TIME 

09 /11/ 87 2=00 PM 5: 15 PM ATTENDEE - JOHNSON 



SCREEN I OF I 

PFI TRY ANOTHER PF 9 HELP PFIO NEXT SCREEN PFI! PREVIOUS SCREEN PFI2 RETURN 



.10. 



.20. 



.+...30 +...40 +.. .50 +. . .60 +...70 +. . . 80 
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SENO A NOTICE OF A MEETING 

DATE TO 8E SCHEDULED: 9 / 1 1 / 87 * 
STARTING TIME : 2«00 PM 

ending Time: sms pm 

TYPE IN THE INFORMATION BELOW. THEN, PRESS PF7 TO SENO. 

LOCATION: THIRO FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM (A22J 

PURPOSE' WE NEED TO REVIEW THAT JANUARY SALES REPORT TO SEE IF WE NEED A — 

NEW APPROACH FOR OUR FORTHCOMING PROOUCT. PLEASE BRING YOUR 

MONTHLY REPORTS FOR THE LAST YEAR, ANO THE FORECAST FOR THIS_ 
YEAR 



PFI TRY ANOTHER PF2 CHANGE TIME PF7 SENO PF9 HELP PFI 2 RETURN 
I...*. ..IO +.. .20 + ...30 +...40 +...50 +...60 +...70 +...80 
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PROMPT FOR DATE 
RANGE, DURATION 
AND ATTENDEES 



6ET USER 
ANSWERS 



3-\ 



rs7 



FORMULATE LIST 
OF AVAILABLE 
DATES AND TIMES 




CALENDAR 
EVENT 
FILES 



A4 



RELAX 
PARAMETERS 



FORMULATE 
LIST WITH 
RELAXED 

PARAMETERS 



-v8 



'""VgET USER'S / 
/ RESPONSE / 



FORMAT NOTE USING 
DATE/TIME, REQUESTOR, 
LOCATION AND PURPOSE 



./SEND NOTE TO / 
' / EACH ATTENDEE/ 



ATTENDEE RECEIVES 
ELECTRONIC MEETING 

NOTICE 



1,14 



EP 0 329 911 A2 



START WITH 
FIRST ATTENDEE 



V 



20 



START WITH FIRST 
LATE IN RANGE 
DAY=0] 




INCREMENT 




GET NEXT 


DAY COUNTER 




ATTENDEE 



U.26 



READ V 
EVENT 



ADJUST LIST 



29 





FIND ALL LIST 
ENTRIES WHICH 
MEET PARAMETERS 




33 



FIND ALL LIST 
ENTRIES WITH ALL 
ATTENDEES AVAILABLE 
AND TIME SPAN £7 5% 
OF DESIRED SPAN 



34- 



FIND ALL LIST ENTRIES 
WITH TIME SPAN Z 
DESIRED SPAN AND 
MAXIMUM ATTENDEES 
AVAILABLE 



Tig. 5. 



37 



1 




END 



PROMPT USER TO 
EXPAND DATE RANGE 
OR REDUCE SPAN 
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50 



1 



1 



SET LIST POINTER - 0 



Tig. 6 



FILL SCREEN W/ENTRIES 
UNTIL END OFUSTt 
THEN PROTECT REST 
OF SCREEN 



INCREMENT LIST 
POINTER BY 
SCREEN LENGTH 



DECREMENT LIST 
POINTER BY 



SCREEN 



LENGTH 




PROMPT FOR 
LOCATION AND PURPOSE) 
OF MEETING 



IBM - 



OA 987 028 



